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Hands Off!!! 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk of the 


U.S.A. General Assembly, has sent a communica- 
tion to all pastors in that church stating that the 
chief arguments used by those who are opposed to 
union in our church are ‘malicious and .unfair 
criticisms.” 


He further asks the U.S.A. pastors to urge form- 
er members of the Southern Church, now members 
of the U.S.A. church, to write their relatives and 
friends in the South to promote the cause of union. 
He states that, ““[he General Council of our Gen- 
eral Assembly has approved this activity,” and that 
it is particularly important that letters be written 
to “elders in the U.S. Church” whom they know. 


He also asks for copies of these letters for general 


use. 
Comment: 


a. Documented facts may be unpleasant but they 
are not “malicious.” 


_ b. The General Council of the U.S.A. Church, 
and the Stated Clerk of that organization have 
certainly misjudged the membership of the Southern 
Church. Nothing will be more keenly resented 
than attempted influence or coercion from without, 
whether directly or indirectly. 


c. The final decision will not be made on the 
basis of either personal or organized pressure groups. 
Dr. Blake asks that the names be gotten ‘‘by public 
notice or otherwise.”’ He would be enlightened to 


know that many of the strongest letters we receive 
come from U.S.A. members who urge us not to 


—H.B.D. 


unite with them. 
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Arguments In Reverse 


It is hard for any of us to always keep our argu- 
ments on a particular matter on an even keel. 


One of our church papers has editorialized that 
one spokesman against union was formerly a mem- 
ber of the U.S.A. Church, another from the U.P. 
Church, implying that their arguments were there- 
fore prejudiced and should be discounted. 


One wonders why he did not mention the fact 
that some who spoke for union were loud in their 
protestations of backgrounds in either the U.S.A. 
or U.P. Churches? 


One commissioner from Kansas City begged the 
Assembly to vote for union “because of the problems 
we have in the border-states.” 


However, when the question of desegregation 
came up he forgot that this makes for a most serious 
social problem in the deep South, and ignored the 
request of those from that area for consideration, 
and time to work out the problem in a way which 
will do the least harm. 


One of the chief arguments used for the proposed 
union is that it will be more efficient. PLEASE READ 
THE FOLLOWING: | 


The Presbytery Council of the Presbytery of 
Western Texas recommended the division of that 
Presbytery into two Presbyteries and lists the fol- 
lowing reasons for this recommendation: 


a. It is needed for a more effective administration 
of the work of the church. 


b. The losses will be more than compensated for 
by the benefits to be derived. 


c. The large Presbytery makes it difficult to get 
lay participation in meetings, committees and coun- 
cils. 
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d. The Presbytery is so large there is | little if 
any sense of Presbytery-wide unity. 


e. The distances make the cost of administration 
of the Presbytery very high. 


f. Relatively few ministers, deacons or elders are 
able to participate in the committees and councils 
of the Presbytery. 


g. Only one-third of our ministers and very few 
of the laymen are actively engaged in giving time to 
Presbytery interests. 


h. A division of the Presbytery will at least 
double the number of those taking an active part 
in the work of the Presbyteries. 


i. At present the ministers are not sent to the 
General Assembly more than twice in a life-time 
and the possibility of an elder going to the General 
Assembly is many times more remote. The division 
of the Presbytery would improve the situation. 


We think the arguments given above are clear 
and they are valid. They are also the very argu- 
ments we are using against the proposed plan of 
union. 


Take the final point raised above: At present 
we have about 460 commissioners to the General 
Assembly. Under the proposed plan we would have 
about 230. 


The proposed union is the most inefficient thing 
possible. True, it will greatly increase the influence 


and power of a few men, but that is of doubtful — 


value to the work of God’s Kingdom. 


The Way Out 


The solution to the deep and divisive problems 
which are now before our church will not be found, 
at the present time and under present conditions, by 
a vote. 


We must have a mighty work of God’s Holy 
Spirit in our hearts before anything else, and when 
that comes these problems will disappear. 


It was our recent privilege to see such a work of 
the Holy Spirit, when men of every denominational 
outlook and background, overlooked their differ- 
ences and united in what may prove to be a turn- 
ing of the tide for an entire nation. 


During the London Campaign, this work of 
God which came as the result of the prayers of His 


people around the world, brought Christians to- 
gether in an effort which was marvellous to behold. | 


There was no question as to what denomination 
one might belong to. Neither was there any effort 
to effect an organic union of these denominations 
because of their cooperative effort. Here one found 
that higher plane of Christian unity which is born 
of the Spirit of God. As the Lord Bishop of Bark- 
ing said near the close of the meetings: “Here we 
have a heart-warming example of true Christian 
unity. You cannot manufacture unity, it is born 
of the Spirit of God, and we have had it here.” 


One wonders if we have not been trying to 
“manufacture” unity. To many, the present plan 
for church union is neither practicable nor desir-. 
able. To impose it at this time will do just the 
opposite of that for which it is designed. 


The way out of our dilemma is to pray for such 
a mighty work of the Holy Spirit across America 
that we shall again center our interest, time and 
money on winning souls to Jesus Christ. This con- 
troversy can be used of the Lord to clarify our 
thinking on vital matters of both faith and polity. 
But, it could also be used of Satan to disrupt, divert 
and divide. 


Regardless of our personal opinions on this grave 
matter, let us al] agree to plead with God to pour 
out His Spirit on us as individuals, our own par- 
ticular church, and all the churches of America. — 


—L.N.B. 


In Him lies the answer. 


Auburn: The Ghost 
Seminary Of The 
U.S.A. Church 


In the course of his address on the Church Union 
Issue delivered in Pittsburgh recently, Dr. O. T. 
Allis brought out some interesting facts concerning 
Auburn Seminary, a Presbyterian theological in- 
stitution founded in Auburn, N. Y. in 1819. Re- 
cently, Auburn has been absorbed by Union Sem- 
inary of New York City and now exists only as a 
holding corporation or legal fiction. From an exami- 
nation of the Minutes of the General Assembly, 
U.S.A., Dr. Allis brought out the fact that 


“this so-called Auburn Seminary reports to the 
U.S.A. Assembly and the 115 Presbyterian 
students are reported as ‘enrolled in the Union 
Seminary with which Auburn Seminary is as- 
sociated,’ and that 44 Presbyterian ministerial 
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students were graduated in 1953 from Union 
Seminary, which disclaims any connection with 
the Presbyterian Church, under the legal fic- 
tion that they were studying at Auburn Sem- 
inary, a ghost seminary of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., to the end that they 
may be fed into the ministry of the Presbyterian 
Church if they want to be. Union is defiantly 
independent of the U.S.A. Church. But Au- 
burn-Union or Union-Auburn or (Auburn)- 
Union (however you write it, the wolf has 
eaten the lamb and is wearing its fleece merely 
as a disguise) is the gate of entrance for 
Union-ized theological students to enter the 
ministry of the U.S.A. Church and undoubted- 
ly many of them are doing it. It is one of the 
+ cleverest tricks you could imagine. 


From the Minutes of the 1953 U.S.A. As- 
sembly, you will note that Van Dusen is listed 
as President and Coffin as President emeritus 
of Auburn.” 


These facts serve to show how thoroughly liberal- 


ized the machinery of the U.S.A. Church is. 


The Righteousness 
Of God 


The righteousness of God is Paul’s favorite 
phrase in Romans. With the revival of interest in 
Biblical theology this has been the subject of much 
study and discussion. We wish to note several items 
in connection therewith. 


First, the righteousness of God includes a legal, 


or forensic sense. And yet this sense of distributive 
justice does not stand above God and man as in 
Aristotle, but is only an aspect of God’s righteous 
judgment. The classical Greek usage of justice is 
found on the lips of pagans in Acts 28:4. On Chris- 
tian lips there are no general principles or ideas 
above God so as to make Him the limited deity of 
Plato. Thus justice changes its meaning in the 
Bible, but is not thereby erased. 


According to Romans two five, the wicked are 
warned of the righteous judgment of God who 
will render to every man according to his works. 
Indeed, this discussion of the righteous judgment 
of God carries through the second and third chapter 
and issues in the emphatic reiteration that God 
vindicates His justice or righteousness in the Gospel 
showing Himself to be just even when He justifies 
the believer, Rom. 3:25-26. It reappears in Romans 
6:23, as well as being an element underlying the 
several Gospel presentations in 4:25, 5:9-10; 5:18- 
19. Schrenck, in Kittel’s Word-book, finds God un- 
der the viewpoint of the Judge designated as the 
righteous in Rey. 16:5, 7; 19:2; 15:3, cf also Jn. 
17:25; I Peter 2:23; I Jn. 1:9; Rom. 7:12. The 
same authority, treating of righteous#ess in Paul, 
finds as the presupposition of his message the Old 
Testquent conception of God as the Judge, Who 
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demands obedience, Who rewards, and Who pun- 
ishes. Even Snaith admits this judicial conception 
of God at times in the Old Testament. Of course, 
when we think of God as Judge, or as Shepherd, 
as Lord, or as Father, we have to write “how much 
more” is God than the best of any human representa- 
tion of the term. God as Judge, God’s just judg- 
ment, far transcends every human analogy. The best 
of our terms and deeds are discontinuous with Him 
Whose thoughts are not our thoughts. 


Secondly, in God’s righteousness there is a unity 
of judgment and grace. At one and the same time 
He shows Himself to be just and the merciful 
justifier of the sinful believer. Here most of all 
God in His righteousness towers above all Aris- 
totleian concepts. In the Old Testament, the right- 
eousness of God often means His deliverance of 
the oppressed. Luther’s evangelical experience came 
as he studied Psalms 31 and 32 in the light of 
Romans 1:16-17. Psalm:31 prays to the LoRD to 
deliver “in Thy righteousness.” Psalm 32 testifies 
the blessedness of the man to whom the LorD im- 
puteth not iniquity. Thus the veil parts and the 
LORD is seen delivering in His righteousness by for- 
giving transgression. And so the way is prepared 
for the New Testament presentation of the right- 
eousness of God which is exclusively God’s and 
into which man is taken. The Holy One of God, 
Who requires sacrifice, is the Lord of the Covenant 
Who provides the sacrifices in the Old Testament 
and comes as the Lamb of God in the New. The 
righteous Judge is the merciful Father and the 
sovereignty King. It is His just rule and His saving 
acts that meet in the Gospel. 


His justice makes the fine, 
His mercy quits the score. 


Only we are closer to the New Testament if we 
reverse the order and put His love first. We are 
justified freely by His grace through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ. God so loved the world that 
He gave His only Son for our salvation. God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. God 
brings sinners into fellowship with Himself and 
therein gives them the righteousness of God. 


Thirdly, God’s righteousness intervenes for the 
salvation of sinners in Jesus Christ. The Synagogue 
loved the designation, ‘““The Messiah our Righteous- 
ness,” applying to Him Jer. 23:5-6; 33:15. In the 
New Testament, the righteousness of God indicates 
not a static attribute but the activity of God. The 
Gospel is not a mere string of ideas but ‘“‘the power 
of God unto salvation.” The place where God re- 
veals or vindicates His righteousness is the Cross 
of Christ, Rom. 3:25f; 5:9f; II Cor. 5:18; Gal. 
3:13. The revealing act of God is the deed of the 
Cross with which, however, the Resurrection is im- 
mediately united. “He was delivered up for our 
offenses and raised for our justification.” Therefore, 
is Christ become our righteousness, I Cor. 1:30; 
even as He is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every believer, Rom. 10:4. 
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The work of Christ culminating in His death is 
a work of obedience. In the fullness of time, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, made under 
the law that He might redeem them that were under 
the law, Gal. 4:4-5. Being found in fashion as a 
man He became obedient unto God as far as death 
and that the death of the Cross, Ph. 2:8, so that 
by the obedience of this ONE the many are made 
righteous, Rom. 5:19. 


‘This blessed work is also one of sacrifice. Every. 


Old Testament sacrifice pointed forward in its im- 
perfect way to the Lamb of God Who alone takes 
away the sin of the world. In vindicating His own 
righteousness, God set Him forth as the Mercy 
Se:t, where sin is expiated and forgiveness found. 
Ged reconciled us unto Himself by the death of 
His Son, so that we are justified by His blood. And 
He did this by making. Him Who knew no sin to 
be sin for us that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. It is by what He did and 
bore in becoming a curse for us on the Cross that 
we are saved from the wrath to come. 


Behind Paul’s account of this Gospel exchange, 
there is the Suffering Servant Who was wounded 
for our transgressions and with Whose stripes we 
are healed. 


lf one seeks examples of Jewish thinking current 
in Bible times, Wm. Manson finds in IV Macca- 
bees (6:28f) the martyr Eleazer delivering himself 
to the torments of the fire with the prayer that his 
life may be a substitute (antipsychon) for the life 
of God’s people; and (17:21-28) of the Jewish 
martyrs who have become as it were a substitute 
for the sinners of the nation and “their propitia- 
tory death” the means whereby the Divine Provi- 
dence preserved Israel which before was evilly 
treated. J. Jeremias gives Jewish traditions ascribing 
a vicarious expiatory efficacy to the death of Moses 
and finding a suffering martyrdom in that of Elijah. 
Mark 9:1-12 and Rev. 11:1-13 seem to find in these 
martyrs two forerunners of “the Faithful Martyr” 
the Lord Who was crucified in Jerusalem, Rev. 
11%. 

Our Lord identified Himself with the Suffering 
Servant of Isaiah and His mission as redeeming us 
from our bitterest extremity: “Even the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve; and to 
give His life (psychen) a ransom instead of many.” 


C.R. 
Christ - Saviour And Lord 
Dean James I. McCord Presents 
A Biblical Theology 


Speaking to the Faculty Conference meeting at 
Montreat, June 10th, Dr. McCord of Austin ably 
set forth great lines of Biblical theology on the 
theme: THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, SAVIOUR AND 
LorD. The Church has ever held that Christ is fully 
God and fully man, rejecting Ebionitism on the one 
hand and Docetism on the other. 
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The modern thought that the flesh became the 
Word is alien to the Bible. The Bible is not man’s 
quest for God, but God’s quest for man. Hence 
the God of the Bible is not a composite picture of 
man’s sundry gropings, but an unveiling, a revela- 
tion of God, by an act in history. Indeed, history 


is the arena of God’s activity as well as subject to 


His sovereign ordering. 


Affirming a radical discontinuity between the holy 
God and man the sinner, the speaker affirmed the 
Divine initiative in which God came to meet man 
in the historical process. On the ground of this 
coming man was granted a stay of execution that 
God might accomplish His purpose of salvation. 
Genesis is not merely a critical hodge-podge, it is a 
philosophy of history in which the call of Abraham 
is related to creation. Exodus both inaugurates a 
new age for the ancient people as God takes them 
from Egypt to Canaan and typifies Christ’s re- 
demption of His people in this new age. 


In the Old Testament, history is a structure not 
in the hands of chance, but of God. In this history, 
God is active, for it is the place of His kairoi, per- 
sonal opportunities. Yet it is not His kairos which 
comes in Christ as the fullness of the promised 
covenant. The New Testament fullness of times is 
not the times of men, but of God. 


The Gospel Of The Incarnation 
With Luther and John (Rabbi) Duncan we need 


not less emphasis on the Cross, but more on the 
Cradle. The Virgin Birth teaches us that as the 
son of Mary Jesus was continuous with the Old 
Testament history from the patriarchs through 
David; but that as the Son of God He was abso- 
lutely unique, discontinuous, supernatural. The Old 
Testament history is only fulfilled by God Himself, 
by His impingement upon man’s time at a point. 
The new age began when the Word became flesh. 
Jesus-Joshua revealed not a new God, but the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob. The same God 
is savingly present in His grace, in His Son. In 
the weakness, the poverty, the need, the frailty of 
this birth of a peasant maid, the sweetness, the 
mercy, the charity of God are seen. In the “small 
God in a cradle” God has identified Himself with 
us in our lowest, deepest need. He became one with 
struggling, suffering, despised, rejected man. God 
stands with us where our need is the worst. He was 
made sin and a curse for us. The Suffering Servant 
of Isaiah was uppermost in the heart of Jesus. God’s 
identification with us reached its climax in His 
death and resurrection. He now has a stake in hu- 
manity. 


The Gospel Of The Cross 


The death of Christ is the expression of God’s 
iove. It is God’s act from the beginning.“God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. His 
is a spontaneous, uncaused, love that is the “out- 
goingness” of His heart. John 3:16 is the beginning 


of our theology. The God Who saves is the Holy 
One of Israel, the Lord of moral constancy and 
consistency. He is no party to sin and He does not 
wink at it. We must meet the demands of His 
holiness. Christ entered history identifying Himself 
with us to be made sin and so stopping it in its 
snow-balling, meeting its demands which we could 
not. 


3 The Gospel Of The Ascension 


Evil is to be taken seriously at every level. ‘The 
miracles of Jesus show Him taking evil seriously at 
the physical level and wrestling with it. God is not 
the author of sin and sin is not indigenous to cre- 
ation. Alien power have invaded and overrun God's 
creation. But in Christ God established a beach- 
head—meeting sin—temptation—death—evil prin- 
cipalities and powers at Calvary. There He dies, is 
entombed deposited underground as a nuisance for 
earth. But God lifted Him up and held Him aloft. 
Thus Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension is God’s 
guarantee of ultimate victory. God’s mighty act in 
raising Christ from the dead is in line with His 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt and returning 
Judah from Babylon. By lifting Him to His own 
right hand, God has crowned Christ as Lord and 
King. By the power of the Spirit, He continues 
His work as Prophet, as Priest and as King; and 
we live in the interim between the Victory won 
and the consummation to be achieved at His Com- 
ing in Glory. Our faith is in what God has done 
in Him, our hope in what God will do in Him, our 
love in His present Lordship—the fellowship of 
His Spirit. —W.C.R. 


The London Times 
Speaks 


One of the most infiuential and careful papers in 
the world is the London Times. The following 
editorial appeared in the Sunday Times of May 
30th and was forwarded to us by a visiting professor 
at Oxford University. 


“Puzzled People 


There are many puzzled people in Britain today. 
Three months ago a young American came to Lon- 
don. His arrival was greeted in some quarters either 
with ridicule and hostility or with contemptuous 
silence. But religion has become front-page news 
and frequent articles have been printed either about 
“Billy” Graham or concerning the challenge he 
has brought to the Churches. 


The people who thronged Harringay and Wen- 
bley are puzzled. Many went out of curiosity, ex- 
pecting to find an exaggerated emotionalism or the 
raving of a hot-gospeller. Instead they heard a 
well-reasoned though forceful declaration of the 
half-forgotten fundamental truths of Christianity. 
To their surprise they discovered that these truths 


which they had imagined were out of date and ir- / 
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relevant found a responsive echo in their own hearts, 
and held out a possible hope in this age of despair. 
Thousands of them were so convinced that at Dr. 
Graham’s invitation they went forward to the 
front of the arena.as an outward expression of their 
decision to give their lives to God. Those who 
watched them go were puzzled. Here was an aston- 
ishing cross-section of the public, rich and poor, 
young and old, University students and “spivs,” 
City men and factory workers, and here and there 
a face well known in picture papers. What was the 
explanation ? 


The Churches are puzzled. They had thought 
thut materialism had so swamped the minds of the 
people that the majority had lost all interest in 
spiritual things. Now it has been demonstrated 
that this indifference is only a veneer. Beneath the 


surface the Englishman is seen to be deeply con-- 


cerned about his religion and to his own surprise he 
finds himself for the present moment at least talk- 
ing about it naturally and without embarrassment. 
Religion is now a popular subject for conversation. 
Behind this there is revealed a longing in the heart 
of man a sense of hunger for something he hardly 
knows what, a reaching out for that which can 
satisfy those hitherto unspoken yearnings deep 
within him. Moreover, Dr. Graham claims that 
thousands of such people have now found their 
hunger satisfied by their personal receiving of the 
presence of Christ into their hearts. 


Why has the preaching of this young man done 
for them what apparently the.Churches have not 
done? It is important that an answer or answers 
be found to this and similar puzzling questions. It 
has long been recognized by many leaders of thought 
in this country that the greatest need of the present 
time is a spiritual revival. If Dr. Graham _ has 
started this or even shown the way he has done 
something of tremendous significance. Will the 
Churches be humble enough to learn the lessons of 
this crusade and be willing to apply them to them- 
selves ? 


What are these lessons? The answer seems to lie 
somewhere in this direction. The people want to 
know the truth. They want it declared with author- 
ity and conviction, dogmatically and without apol- 
ogy. They prefer half an hour, or even three-quar- 


ters, of this kind of preaching to the ten minutes of 


platitudes which all too often is given from church 
pulpits. The Bible, which has meant so much to the 
people of this country in past generations, still has 
an astonishing appeal. There is something about the 
Bible and about Bible preaching which cannot be 
explained apart from acknowledgment of its divine 
authority and inspiration. 


Dr. Graham has appeared in the role of an Old 
Testament prophet or a John the Baptist declaring 
“Thus said the Lord God,” and thousands have 
responded to his message. Nineteen hundred years 
ago men were puzzled by the preaching of St. Paul, 
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preaching which swept away the paganism of the 
Roman Empire and the dead ecclesiasticism of Juda- 
ism. The explanation which he himself gave is: 
“The preaching of the Cross is to them that are 
perishing foolishness, but unto us which are being 
saved it is the power of God.” Is not that the real 
answer to our questions today? 


Dr. Graham won the support of Christian lead- 
ers in the London area by his oft-repeated declara- 
tion that he had no use for evangelism apart from 
the Church and that all those whose names he re- 
ceived as being helped by his mission would be 
passed on to their local Churches. The result has 
been that hundreds of congregations have received 
large numbers of “converts” who now need a wel- 
come and leading into full church membership. Be- 
‘fore it happened it would have seemed incredible 
that one preacher, however gifted, could, in the 
same day, have packed the White City and then, 
in the far greater area of Wembley Stadium, drawn 
120,000 people together in an act of worship. This 
extraordinary young man has done his part and 
done it magnificently. What opportunities await 
the Church to follow up with the same zeal the 
lead with which he has stirred so many hearts. 


For as. by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous.— 


St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, 5:19. 


The Issues Become Clear 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C. 


Never before in the history of the Southern 


_ Presbyterian Church have the actions of a General 


Assembly shocked the members at the grassroots of 
the Church as much as have some of the actions of 
the recent Assembly. 


On the matter of segregation, mature and devout 
Christians have divergent views; not with reference 
to discrimination and injustices, but with reference 
to practical Christian common sense. Christians in 
one area can easily lose sight of the fact that to 
Christians in another area, because of the ratio of 
the races in their locality, a serious social problem 
is involved; one not resolved by the legislation of 
either state or Church. Furthermore, they deeply 
resent the statement that they are “unChristian” 
when they seek some way whereby their own chil- 
dren may be protected from some of the follies now 
advocated by the enthusiasts for the abolition of 
segregation. 


The action of the General Assembly therefore 
has come as a shock to many members of our church, 
both because it is unrealistic and also because they 
know of the frank teaching of some of the anti- 
segregation leaders that the intermingling of the 
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races is the ultimate and logical solution of a prob- 
lem which they classify as the “most important 
problem facing the Church.” 


This obsession made for an almost hysterical 
insistance on the passage of this action by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Mr. Glasgow most wisely urged a 
years study of the proposals. He was hurriedly 
voted down. In doing this some 236 commissioners 
to the General Assembly have imposed on our 
Church a problem far more difficult than the one 
they essayed to settle. 


In this clamour for the church to speak on one 
matter one can but wonder at the silence of the 
same social reformers on the real social problem of 
our times,—alcohol; its consumption by Christians, 
its damning effects on the life of our nation, and its 
brazen imposition of its claims on the youth of our 
nation through bill boards, magazines, the radio 
and television! 


If the General Assembly had urged on all Chris- 
tians their duty to look upon and deal with peoples 
of all races with a spirit of humility and Christian 
love they would have been wise. If they had urged 
the complete elimination of discrimination, injustice 
and humiliation of any person, or group, they would 
have been acting in accordance with Christian 
principles. But, they-went further and urged the 
beginning of integration of the races at all levels 
of the church. This is imposed social change and 
something which denies the basic Christian prin- 
ciple of individual choice. 


The recent Supreme Court ruling dealt with the 
schools and other projects supported by public tax 
funds. Members of the various school boards and 
parents all over the south are disturbed and con- 
fronted with many problems for which they have 
no clear-cut answers. The recent General Assembly 
issued a statement for the Southern Presbyterian 
Church that segregation is unChristian and URGED 
all the Boards of the Educational Institutions and 
conference centers, as well as the Sessions of local 
Churches to do away with segregation. The state- 
ment itself points out that THE ASSEMBLY DOES NOT 


HAVE THE POWER TO DIRECT THESE BOARDS AND | 


SESSIONS TO TAKE THIS ACTION. 


Here we have a small group (236 Commissioners 
voted to adopt this statement), making a definite 
statement on a social issue on behalf of the 760,000 
individual members of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, when these individual members of the 
Church have never been given the privilege of pre- 
senting their own views and conviction on the mat- 
ter, and had no recourse after such a statement was 
broadcast to the world. Anything as important and 
far reaching in its effects should be settled in and 
by the Presbytéries, not the General Assembly. 


What are the results of this statement by the 
General Assembly on behalf of the Southern Presby- 
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terian Church? More fuel was poured upon the 
fire, the members of our Church were disturbed 
even more, and the Negro work in our Church set 
back since many of the campaign pledges for Negro 
work in our Church have not been paid. 


The Division of Christian Relations which pre- 
sented the segregation report to the General Assem- 
bly, also presented a statement “The Christian Faith 
and Communism” which contained the following, 
‘“‘We should keep before us as our goal, the King- 
dom of God, and refuse to identify that kingdom 
with any political or economic system in our own 
country or anywhere in the world. We shall con- 
tinue to strive to bring our political and economic 
systems more fully into harmony with the basic 
principles of God’s Kingdom.” 


This statement is a backhanded slap at our demo- © 
cratic form of government, which is the only form 
of government which gives complete freedom to the 
Church and its ministers to preach the Gospel, and 
states that they shall continue to strive to bring 
our government into, what in their judgment, is 
harmony with the basic principles of God’s King- 
dom. If the officially endorsed programs of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches can be taken as a guide 
then these so called “basic principles” will call for 
FEPC legislation, the so-called civil rights pro- 
gram, socialized medicine, socialized insurance, in- 
crease in minimum wage rates, guaranteed full em- 
ployment, social planning and control of the credit 
and monetary systems, and subordination of the 
profit motive to the “creative and cooperative spirit.” 
These are the natural results of ministers taking a 
part in political, social and economic issues in which 
they have had no background training, nor experi- 
ence. Despite this fact they seem positive that they 
have the God-given answers. The above things will 
result in a socialistic form of government which is 
in itself contrary to the Christian religion because 
socialism places the state ahead of the individual. 


Our Confession of Faith states: ‘“The mission 
of the Church is spiritual, and its work is to wit- 
ness to the truth of God to the ends of the earth 
and to preach the gospel to all men in every genera- 
tion.” If we believe that this is the mission of the 
Church then the time has now come for us to pro- 
test as strongly as possible through our sessions and 
Presbyteries against the Division of Christian Rela- 
tions presenting statements on social, political and 


economic issues to our General Assembly, and 


against any individual, or group, taking it upon 
themselves to speak for the Church as a whole on 
any of these matters. 


WANTED: Consecrated public school teacher or consecrated 
Christian young woman with a college degree who would 
like to be in full-time Christian work as teacher in a Chris- 
tian School. Collect wire or telephone call will be accepted. 
Address to Rev. W. E. Hill, Jr., West End Christian Grade 
School, Hopewell, Virginia. Telephone 765 or 5691. 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 65 
Prayer WITH The Prospect 


lt is pretty well understood that prayer is of 
first importance in any effort to win a soul to Christ. 
We might have to go back to the first impulse 


where we find that we do not have sufficient desire 


to vo into the engagement and we must pray for a 
desire strong enough to make us willing to hurdle 
all the difficulties, both real and imaginary, and go 
into action. There is one thing very certain: difh- 
dulties will present themselves along with the first 
suggestion. The devil will see to that. So the de- 
sire must be strong enough to make us push through. 
“Stand aside, devil, I’m going to make a try at 
this thing in spite of you!” Do you ever talk back 
to the devil? It is your privilege. Don’t talk back 
to « cop, you'll just get into worse trouble; but the 
devil? The way is wide open for you to denounce 
him and defy him, if you have the courage. Our 
Lord talked back to him in no unmistaken terms 
(see Matt. 4:1-11) when the devil made three dar- 
ing attempts to turn Him from His mission, and 
you will note that finally “the devil leaveth him, 
and angels came and ministered unto him.” Inci- 
dentally, note that Jesus used the Word of God in 
talking back to the devil. 


This privilege should be remembered all the way 
through the effort, for though Satan may leave you 
he will surely return. Having the desire strong 
enough, pray for the leading of the Holy Spirit; 
pray for an appreciation of the power of the Word 
of God that you may effectively pass it on; pray for 
grace of speech; pray for patience with and a love 
for your prospect. 


- But this lesson mainly concerns praying with the 
prospect. The result will be surprising; it may be 
amazing. Because when you pray with him (or her) 
you are bringing the very power of God into the 
transaction. You will find yourself uttering truth 
in a way you could never do in conversation. You 
will have a certain liberty and boldness in saying 
things you have not dared to intimate in talking 
face to face with your prospect who instinctively 
knows you cannot “compromise” with God. You 
will pray in all humility, confessing your own 
weaknesses and hopelessness without Christ and 
thanking Him for what He has done for you; then 
you can set your prospect right down where he be- 
longs and he will know that you are speaking the 
truth, and will bless you for it. Many times when 
a prospect is adamant in his refusal to yield to your 
well turned phrases, he will break down completely 
when you pray with him. The Holy Spirit accom- 
plishes that; you could never do it. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Scho “help. 
begins June 7th, 19654. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
. By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


age 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2. 50: 
r dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. 


When I was a boy my mother had much difficulty 
in breaking me of a bad habit. It was lying. I would 
lie to her in order to escape punishment. There was 
a well seasoned peach switch that stayed behind the 
clock on the mantel. When I was caught in a lie 
Mother switched me. Sometimes when she was too 
busy to switch me at once she would send me to 
her room to wait there. That bored me exceedingly. 
When she came in she would have me remove my 
jacket and the engagement was on. But I became 
inured to those switchings. | would have my jacket 
off already when she came. Let’s get it over. It 


‘seemed Mother wasn’t getting anywhere. I was 


just becoming more skillful in lying. One day as I 
waited for her, my jacket off; had even gotten the 
switch down to hand her, when she came in. But, 
to my surprise, she did not take it. Just placed her 
hand on my shoulder and led me to the bedside and 
kneeling there she began praying: “O God save 
my child from this awful sin!’ And as she pleaded 
there I saw the tears coursing down her cheeks. It 
was a revelation. Suddenly it came over me that 
lying was a terrible sIN ; it was devastating! It broke 
my heart to see my own mother sobbing there be- 
fore God on my account and [| felt that I would 
rather die than have it continue. I dropped on my 
knees beside her, threw my arms around her, sob- 
bing too, as | buried my head i in her bosom. I never 
lied to her again. 


What had happened? Why, the Holy Spirit 
came into the transaction when Mother prayed 
with me, and [ felt the distinct shock of something 
new—something startlingly revealing. That is what 
praying with does. Don’t be afraid of it. You will 
be surprised to find how ready your prospect is for 
it. And, O Brother, you will come away from that 
interview with an exhilaration in your spirit which 
you have probably never had before; and a sense of 
companionship with your Lord (see Mark 16:20) 
because you and He have been working alongside 
—together. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 11 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Are We Growing Christians? 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 3: 
1-3; Ephesians 4:11-16; II Peter 1:5-7; 3:18. 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 4:25-5:2. 


lf you set a post in the ground, it will start to decay; if vou plant a tree, it will begin to grow. The 
difference between a post and a tree is a vital one; the post has no roots while the tree has roots. There is 
a similar difference between a real Christian, and a mere ‘make-believe’ Christian. When a man is_ born 
again, he begins to grow as a babe in Christ, but when a person simply “joins the Church” without any per- 
sonal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Master, he is just so much “dead timber.” Now, a post 


may take a long time to show signs of decay, and 
a tree may be slow in growing, but there is this dif- 
ference. Then, too, a tree may become diseased and 
become stunted, and a post—if it is a willow—may 
sprout roots; I have seen this happen. With men 
many things are impossible; there is nothing too 
hard for God. In the Church, someone who started 
as a “post,” may, by the grace of God, become a 
“tree.”’ This has often taken place when those who 
‘Join the church,” come regularly and hear the 
Gospel. 

Growth is a sign of Life; when you stop grow- 
ing something is wrong, and we should examine our- 
selves by the aid of the Holy Spirit, and see if there 
is some sin which is hindering our progress, or even 
go further, and ask whether we have the root of 
the matter in our hearts. This is something about 
which we cannot afttord to be deceived. When par- 
ents have a child who is not developing physically 
and mentally, they are deeply concerned, and con- 
sult doctors and specialists, and often spend enor- 
mous sums of money trying to remedy the defect, 
whatever it is. We ought to be even more concerned 
about the spiritual growth of our children, but 
many parents seem to regard this as a matter of 
minor importance. When we dedicate our children 
to God in baptism we promise to look well to their 
spiritual growth. This lesson on “Christian Growth’”’ 
ought to make all of us, preachers included, examine 
ourselves very thoroughly. 


The Ideal, toward which we are to grow, is God, 
in Christ, as suggested by our Devotional Reading. 
It is difficult for us to “imitate God” as an abstract 
proposition, for no man has seen God at any time; 
we only see “Manifestations of God,” as Dr. Tor- 
rey has well said. Christ is the express image of His 
person; He is God in the flesh. He that hath seen 
Me, hath seen the Father. We are to be “imitators 
of God as dear children; and walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself 
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet smelling savor.” 


‘I. Need for Growth: - 
I Corinthians 3:1-3. 
The Church at Corinth was far from ideal. It 


PAGE 10 


had life; a life which manifested itself in many 
forms and ways, but there were many faults to be 
corrected, and Paul writes this letter to correct 
these. The Christians there were “babes in Christ.” 
Children have plenty of life, but oftentimes they 
are quarrelsome. They do not have the wisdom and 
patience and love which should characterize the 
full-grown Christian. They were “carnal.” Their 
spiritual life had not developed. There was jealousy 
and strife and divisions among them. ‘They were 
walking after the manner of men — men of the 
world—rather than like children of God. 


I am afraid that there are many churches like 
the church at Corinth. The members may be real 


Christians, but they are quarrelsome. They have > 
never “grown up.” They have to be petted and fed ° 


on milk. They are not ready for the “meat” of the 
Gospel, those deeper and stronger doctrines which 
grown people can digest. Now milk is splendid food 
for babies, and also for grown people, but we natu- 
rally expect men and women to eat some solid food. 
We leave the principles of the Faith and go on to 
perfection; to those teachings which may be com- 
pared to “strong meat.’ 


The same thing is true in our individual develop- 
ment. We need the graces of a child to enter the 
Kingdom; for, except we be converted and become 
as little children, we cannot enter that kingdom. 
but we are not to remain children, we are to develo; 
the graces which become grown men and women. 
The disciples were much like children when the 
first began to follow Christ. ‘(They were weak an: 
self-seeking. After their three years’ training under 
the Great Teacher, and the outpouring of the Spirt 
on the day of Pentecost, they were ready to tale 
their place of leadership, endure hardships and pe - 
secution, and love one another. They were a ve'\ 
different band of followers than they had been when 
called by the Master. They had grown from ch '- 
dren into strong men. 
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II. Diversity and Unity in Growth: 
Ephesians 4:11-16. 


As we look at the Natural World we see a mar- 
vellous diversity, and a wonderful unity. There is 
a similarity in all we see about us; the grass, the 
trees, the flowers. All have this in common: 
Growth; Life and growth. No two of these are 
exactly alike; the grass has one pattern, the trees, 
another; the flowers still another. There is Unity, 
and there is diversity. This is what makes the world 
beautiful. If everything were exactly alike, con- 


formed to one pattern, there would be a monotonous | 


sameness which would spoil the picture. I like the 
Azalea Gardens, and feel overwhelmed by them, 
but I like a Garden where there is a variety of 
flowers, much better. When God made everything 
beautiful in its place and time, He saw to it that 
there was a marvellous variety of growing plants 
and vegetables. 


In the Church we find the same thing; there are 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, pastors. 
This is not only true in the leadership of the 
Church, it is true in the membership of the Church; 
no two Christians are exactly alike, or have the 
same gifts and talents. There are some short-sighted 
people who want all Christians to conform to the 
same pattern. “They want a kind of ‘“mass-produc- 
tion” in the Church, and an “assembly line’ where 
the finished product would be as much alike as “peas 
in a pod,” or automobiles of the same make. They 
want to “streamline” all of us, and look askance 
at anyone who is different, and dub him a crank or 
fanatic. I believe that God loves diversity in the 
Church as much as He loves it in Nature. 


May I carry this thought a bit further and say 
this: I do not believe that the variety of denomina- 
tions in the Protestant Church is ““The Scandal of 
Christianity,” but rather “The Glory of Christian- 
ity.’ I was taught in the Seminary to look upon all 
Denominations as branches of the Church, each one 
having peculiar beauties of worship and government. 
I may, and do, prefer our own simple form of wor- 
ship, and representative form of government, and 
our firm faith as expressed in our Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms. This does not mean that I 
can see nothing good or beautiful in other churches. 
For instance, I have just closed a Revival Meeting 
in our nearby Methodist Church, and I had a 
blessed fellowship with these Christians. The ‘Scan- 
dal of Christianity,” is not the variety of denomina- 
tions, but lack of love, and this can be a “‘scandal”’ 
in a church of any denomination. I believe that the 
most terrible “Scandal” in the history of the Church 
was when the Church of the Middle Ages tried to 
force all Christians to belong to One Church, and 
by persecution, tried to stamp out the Reformation. 
I do not believe that one big Protestant Denomina- 
tion—even if it were Presbyterian—would make the 
Protestant Church any more beautiful or efficient. 
Let us love one another, and march forward as one 
body, as One Army, under One Commander, and 
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One Flag, with One Spirit. The Body of Christ is 


“‘lacerated” when we try to “whip,” or force, all 


members into one man-made organization. Let there 
be “Diversity,” and “Unity”; let us love one an- 
other, and work together. 


All this diversity has one purpose: the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of ministering, unto the 
building up of the body of Christ. Just as there are 
many kinds of workmen employed in building a 
house—architects, bricklayers, carpenters, painters, 
plumbers — so in the building up of the body of 
Christ. Let all remember, however, that they are 
all on the job for one purpose; to build the house. 


In this diversity there is Unity; unity of Faith, 
of knowledge, of the measure of the fulness of 
Christ. Often we see the picture of a finished build- 
ing before a single stone is laid. Paul places the Pat- 
tern, the Picture, before us; the Pattern, the Pic- 
ture, Is CHRIST. 


In order to do this we must not be carried away 
with every wind of doctrine. There are enemies of 
the Church who would like to distract our atten- 
tion, and so muddle us up in our thinking, that we 
will stop building, and begin to quarrel with each 
other. The enemies of Israel tried to stop Nehemiah 
from building the wall, but he said No to all their 
subtle temptations. 


Truth and Love will make us grow. There is 
power in such a combination. There must be Unity 
of Faith, of Purpose, of Truth, of Love; these give 
us vital Unity, and Diversity, and make the build- 
ing of the Church a glorious work in which all 
share. The same Spirit works in all the members of 


the Body. 


III. Grow in Grace: 
I! Peter 3:16 


Peter grew from a man like shifting sand to a 
man who was a solid rock. It is most fitting that he 
should exhort us to grow. The man who boldly 
preached on the Day of Pentecost was a very dif- 
ferent man from the one who denied his Lord. 


Lenski says that we have seven graces here which 
are like “seven jewels, all fastened to Faith, which 
is like the chain which holds them all together. 
Without Faith we can have none of the others; 
faith in Christ is fundamental to the Christian. 


Virtue is moral strength. We have seen strong 
men who lacked this sort of strength. Moral 
strength needs Knowledge. Self-control is temper- 
ance in its highest form, and enables us to be leaders 
of others. Steadfastness makes us hold on to the 
end, and never give up. Godliness: this brings us 
back to our starting point; we are to be imitators of 
God. To be like God is to show in our faces and 
in our daily walk, our kinship with our Father. We 
sometimes hear that a child is “the image of his 
father.”’ Love of the brethren; Love for all. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 11 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Presbyterians 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Great God, How Infinite Art Thou”’ 
Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 8 :28-39 

Hymn: “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus’ 
Offering 

Hymn: “Faith Of Our Fathers” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Presbyterian churches are more widely distributed 
throughout the world than may be generally known. 
It can almost be said that wherever you _ find 
Protestant Christians you can find Presbyterians. 
It is not predominantly an American church as are 
the Methodist and Baptist churches, nor English 
and American as is the Episcopal Church. ‘The 
church goes under the Presbyterian label in Scot- 
land, England, and Ireland, and the descendents of 
the early Presbyterians brought the name with them 
to America. On the continent of Europe the Chris- 
tians who hold the same beliefs and have the same 
system of government as Presbyterians are generally 
called Reformed Christians and their churches are 
known as Reformed churches. ‘There are large bodies 
of these “European Presbyterians” or ‘Reformed 
Christians” in Holland, France, Germany, Rou- 
mania, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. When people 
trom the Reformed churches immigrated to the 
United States, they brought the Reformed name 
with them. In the United States and throughout 
all the world Reformed churches and Presbyterian 
churches have a great deal in common. 


There are a number of. Presbyterian bodies in 
the United States which have in general the same 
beliefs and the same system of government. Our 
own church is the Presbyterian Church in the Unit- 
ed States. Some of the other churches which are 
best known to us are the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., the United Presbyterian Church, the As- 
sociate Reformed Presbyterian Church, and _ the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 


Our speakers will outline briefly the history, the 
government, and the belief of Presbyterians. 


First Speaker: 


We believe that Presbyterianism is based on the 
teaching of the Bible and on the belief and practice 
of the early Christian Church. We generally trace 
the beginning of our church as we know it to John 
Calvin and the time of the Protestant Reformation. 
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Calvin was a Frenchman who disagreed with the 
doctrine and practice of the Roman Church and 
was forced to take refuge from persecution § in 
Switzerland. There he founded a church based on 
Scriptural teachings which was to become the par- 
ent of Presbyterianism. Not long after Calvin went 
to Geneva, Switzerland, a churchman of Scotland 
named John Knox was being persecuted by the 
Romanists because of his beliefs and_ teachings. 
Knox fled to Geneva to be associated with Calvin, 
and when it became possible for him to return to 
Scotland, he went back to his own country and 
founded the Presbyterian church there. Presby- 
terianism in Scotland and England grew rapidly, 
but it was still to endure much opposition from the 
Church of Rome and the Church of England. Dur- 
ing a period when the Presbyterians enjoyed the 
favor of the British government a great assembly of 
Biblical scholars and theologians gathered to formu- 
late a creed for the church. This was the famous 
Westminster Assembly which worked from 1643 to 
1648. The assembly produced the Confession of 
Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms which 
are still accepted as doctrinal standards by most 
Presbyterians. 


When America was being settled many Presby- 
terians sought the religious freedom which the New 
World afforded. Presbyterianism was thriving in 
the colonies by the time of the American Revolu- 
tion, and the Presbyterian church furnished much 
of the leadership in the fight for independence. 
Presbyterians have continued to play an important 
part in the religious and cultural development of 
America. 


Second Speaker: 


The name Presbyterian comes trom the church's 
torm of government. The Greek word for elder is 
presbyter. The Presbyterian church is governed by 
elders, and the elders are elected by the member- 
ship of the church. It is a representative form of 
government, and it served as a pattern for the 
founding fathers who drew up the government ot 
our nation. 


‘There are two kinds of elders in the Presby- 
terilan system, ruling elders and teaching elders. 
‘The ruling elders are elected from among the mem- 
bership of the church to have oversight of the con- 
gregation. leaching elders are ministers who must 
be specially prepared to preach and teach the Wo 
ot God. Teaching elders are also elected and ed 
by the congregation. The reason for having” these 
officers, together with deacons, is that it: is the 
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Biblical system, and these were the officers of the 
early Christian church. 


There are four levels of governing bodies in the 
Presbyterian system called church courts. The mem- 
bership of these courts is made up of. elders. 
The elders and ministers of a local church form 
the session. ‘The churches in a given area, usually 
several counties, are organized into a_ presbytery. 
All the ministers and one ruling elder from each 
church in the area have membership in the presby- 
tery. A number of presbyteries, usually those within 
the bounds of a state, form a synod. Membership 
in the synod is on the same basis as in the presby- 
tery, all the ministers and one ruling elder from 
each church. The highest church court is the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Its members are called commission- 
ers, and they are elected annually by their presby- 
teries: an equal number of ruling elders and minis- 
ters. The number of commissioners allotted to the 
presbyteries is based on the total membership of 
the presbytery’s churches. ‘he various courts estab- 
lish committees and boards to carry out the pro- 
gram of the church such as missions, education, ete. 


Third Speaker 


As has already been stated, the belief of the Pres- 
byterian church is based on the Scripture as inter- 
preted by the Westminster standards (the Confes- 
sion of Faith and the Catechisms). The Presby- 
terian church has been called a ‘‘middle-of-the-road 
church,” having much in common. with other 
Protestant denominations, distinctive charac- 
teristic of our doctrine is the exaltation of the na- 
ture and place of God in our religion. We believe 
that GOD IS SOVEREIGN. From this belief in God’s 
sovereignty comes our doctrine of predestination, 
which is simply that God has a plan for all His 
creatures which He is able to make work and which 
He does make work. Presbyterians believe that 
Christ is the eternal Son of God who became man 
to die in the place of sinners. We believe that His 
death satisfied the justice of God for all who be- 
lieve. Men believe and are saved as the Holy Spirit 
enables them to believe. 


Presbyterians observe two sacraments, baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. Children of believers are 
baptized, but they do not become full members of 
the church until they publicly profess their faith 
in Christ. Presbyterian worship is not generally 
liturgical, but it is not without form and _ order. 
Presbyterians have always frowned on the use of 
much symbolism or material objects such as pictures, 
altars, etc., in their worship. We believe God is 
4 spirit and must be worshipped in a spiritual way. 


Something should be said for the Presbyterian 
church because of its interest in education. It has 
consistently required its ministers to be highly edu- 
cated. In the early vears of American history this— 
insistence worked a great hardship on the church, 
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because most of its ministers had to be trained 
abroad. As soon as it was possible Presbyterians 
began to establish their own schools, colleges, and 
seminaries in America, and they have continued to 
the present to provide educational leadership, espe- 
cially in the field of higher education, 


Our church may have been lacking in zeal at 
times and have missed some great opportunities for 
service to God, but in general, it has a history of 
which we can all well be proud. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(You will do well to have your minister or some 
other authority on hand for this program to lead 
in a discussion and to answer detailed questions 
about Presbyterian history, government, and belief. 
It would be interesting to discuss some of the dif- 
ferences between the various Presbyterian bodies. ) 


Church News 


Reverend Milford M. Reynolds 
On March 5, 1954, Reverend Milford MI. Reyn- 


olds was called to his reward after a long life of 
ministry in the service of our Lord. 
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Mister Reynolds was Past Moderator of Su- 
wannee Presbytery, of which he was a member for 
over thirty years. During this time he served as 
Pastor of the Murray Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Jacksonville, Florida, the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Jacksonville, Florida, First Presbyterian 
Church, Archer, Florida, First Presbyterian 
Church, Dunnellon, Florida, and the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Wildwood, Florida. 


Mister Reynolds leaves a _ record of faithful 
devotion to the High Calling in Christ Jesus, he 
and his good wife attending all meetings of Pres- 
bytery together, taking his part in all Committee 
assignments and ever gracious as he carried out his 
responsibility. 


BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: 


That we, the members of Suwannee Presbytery, 
express our deep gratitude to God for the years of 
gracious association with our brother. 


That we pledge our faithfulness in building upon 
the foundation which he laid in ever expanding 
service. 


That we express our deepest sympathy to the 
family, and that a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to the Church papers as instructed by Presbytery. 


—J. Russell Young, Stated Clerk, 
Joseph W. Conyers, Executive Secretary. 


Agnes Scott Commencement 


President Katharine McBride of Bryn Mawr 
College gave the commencement address at Agnes 
Scott College Monday, June 7. 


Approximately 80 seniors received the Bachelor 
of Arts degree at Agnes Scott’s 65th Commence- 


ment exercises. President Wallace M. Alston, 
Board Chairman George Wiship, Dean Carrie 


Scandrett and Dean S. G. Stukes officiated in the 
conferring of degrees. 


Baccalaureate services for the class were held 
Sunday, June 6, with Dean J. 1. McCord of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary as speaker, at 
1] a.m. in Presser Hall. 


Commencement weekend activities began Satur- 
day, June 5, with the Alumnae Luncheon in Letitia 
Pate Evans Dining Hall, attended by more than 
400 alumnae, seniors, faculty, and retired faculty 
members. Mrs. Edward W. Owen of Atlanta, na- 
tional president of the Agnes Scott Alumnae As- 
sociation, presided, and President Wallace Alston 
of Agnes Scott was the principal speaker. 


Board Of Trustees’ Election 


Decatur, Ga. — Election of six new trustees to 
the board of Agnes Scott College, and promotion 
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of three faculty members, were announced by Presi- 


dent Wallace M. Alston. 


Mrs. Peter Marshall, Agnes Scott graduate and 
author of ““A Man Called Peter,’ was named to a 
four-year term as a corporate trustee replacing the 
late Mrs. Letitia Pate Whitehead Evans. Mrs. Wil- 
liam T. Wilson, Jr., of Winston-Salem, N. C., was 
chosen by the board for a similar term, replacing 
Dr. W. V. Gardner, and Mrs. Edward W. Owen 
of Atlanta was elected for two years as alumnae 
trustee replacing Mrs. Allen A. Matthews, Jr., of 
Atlanta. They are also graduates of the college. 


Dr. Harry Fifield of Atlanta was chosen to fill 
the unexpired term of the late T. Guy Woolford. 
Dr. J. Chester Frist of Mobile, Ala., and Dr. D. P. 
McGeachy, Jr., of Clearwater, Fla., were nomi- 
nated as synodical trustees replacing the late Mrs. 
John B. Waterman of Mobile and Dr. E. D. 


Brownlee of Inverness, Fla. 


Reelected to the board were Dr. J. R. McCain 
of Decatur, J. J. Scott of Scottdale, Miss Mary 
Wallace Kirk of Tuscumbia, Ala., and Dr. P. D. 
Miller of Atlanta. 


All officers of the board were reelected: George 
Winship of Atlanta, chairman; Mrs. Frances Win- 
ship Walters of Atlanta, vice-chairman, and Dr. 
Alston, secretary. 


Plans For New Church 
Building 
Knoxville, “Tenn. — Lake Forest Presbyterian 


Church here has recently approved construction of 
a new Colonial-style brick church building. Con- 
struction on a new sanctuary and fellowship hall 
seating 400, is scheduled to begin this Fall. Esti- 
mated cost is $100,000. 


The Rev. George M. Webb, pastor, said that 
the present building, erected four years ago, will 
be used as a Sunday School building. The new 
structure, with ground level entrances,: will be ad- 
jacent to the present building: 


Since the Lake Forest Church was organized in 
October, 1949, with 34 members, membership has 
grown to 269. 


A three-year building fund campaign has been 
under way since last May. 


Dr. Joseph Free 
Excavates Jar Burial 


The second season of excavating at the ancient 
buried city of Dothan, 60 miles north of Jerusalem, 
is now in progress, under the direction of Dr. 
Joseph Free, Professor of Archaeology at Wheaton 
College (Illinois). 


This spring the excavation staff has found further 
evidence of the city dating back to the days of the 
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Biblical prophet Elisha (850-800 B. C.). Walls, 
houses, streets, pottery and vessels of many types 
have been unearthed from this period, nearly 3000 
vears ago. The Bible records Elisha’s sojourn in 
the Biblical city of Dothan at the time when the 
King of Syria sought to capture him for revealing 
military plans to the King of Israel (II Kings 6). 


Further discoveries made this spring have shown 
that higher on the mound of the buried city there 
was a Greek colony flourishing over 2000 years ago. 
Associated with the evidence of this city the exca- 
vators have found a number of jar handles bearing 
(greek inscriptions datable to the period 300-100 


Word has just been received that the expedition 
has discovered the skeleton of a small child, prob- 
ably less than a year old, buried in a large pottery 
jar. The jar, partly crushed, still contained the 
small legs, arms, and rib bones in the same position 
as when the burial was made more than 2000 years 
ago. A bracelet still lay around the child’s ankle, 
a smaller jar stood nearby, presumably for food, 
and at the mouth of the larger burial jar a pottery 
stopper was still in place. 


Dr. and Mrs. Free, their two small children, 
David, three, and Nita, five years old, and their 
excavation staff leave Arab Palestine in June. They 
will arrive in New York June 29 on the Italian 
liner Andrea Doria. 


Other members of the staff include Mr. and 
Mrs. George Kelsey, Mr. Edward Griffiths, and 
Mr. Paul Liefeld, of Wheaton; and Rev. Robert 
Boyd of Oyster Point, Virginia. 


Women’s Work 


J. Edgar Hoover Says: 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI, 
wrote in the January, 1954, number of Scouting on 
“Who Is To Blame For Juvenile Delinquency ?” 
A portion of the address is given below: 


“Juvenile delinquency in America has grown to 
alarming proportions in comparison with the adult 
crime rate. . . While 8% of all persons arrested 


were 17 years of age or less, this group accounted 


for 19% of the arrests for robbery, 37% of the 
arrests for larceny, 48% of the arrests for burglary, 
and 53% of all auto-theft arrests. . . 


‘These are not the offenses of the pranksters or 
practical jokers. . . The crimes of youth indicate 
an aping of not only the derelictions of the hardened 
criminal but also the viciousness and seriousness of 
his nefarious deeds. . . 


“During my 29 years as Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, I have found the basic 
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cause of the.high rate of juvenile crime to be a lack 
of moral responsibility among youth. A_ youth 
trained in moral responsibility recognizes his duty 
to God, his country and his fellow man. He learns 
that the natural and moral law is the basis for a 
peaceful and well-ordered society. He develops re- 
spect for the law. a 


“Instilling moral responsibility in a youth must 
begin at home. It is the parent who is the child’s 
first teacher. . . He must be taught that his desires 


should be guided by the laws of God and the laws 


of society. He must realize that many times his 
desires must be subjected to the common good. It 
is the ‘selfish I’ that has been the downfall of our 
youth. . . The commission by juveniles of over 50% 
of the auto thefts in 1952 shows a total disregard 
of the property rights of others. . . 


‘In all too many cases the parents have utterly 
failed to carry out their responsibilities. —They have 
failed by neglect, bad example, excessive drinking, 
quarreling and bickering in front of the children. 
. . The natural result is too often a serious emo- 
tional disturbance in the child reflecting itself in 


delinquent behavior. The parent who does not take © 


a sincere interest in his child’s welfare is surely 
nudging him into the road leading to delinquency. . . 


“The files of the FBI show that many delinquents 
have had no religious training whatsoever. They 
have never learned the value of prayer to solicit 
divine help. In times of temptation they succumb, 
for they have never learned to rely upon God and 
to obey His teachings. . . 


NOTICE! 


To Those Who Are Concerned About The 
Preservation And Continuation Of The 
Evangelical Witness And Work Of The 


Southern Presbyterian Church =~ 


If you join in this concern—a vital and pressing 

matter at this time—make your plans to attend the 

annual meeting of this group in Weaverville, 

N. C., beginning at 10:00 o’clock in the morning 
on Wednesday, August 18, 1954. 
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